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	 Don	was	the	first	of	his	friends	from	the	Highland	Pride	Alliance	(HPA)	to	







































































































































































































driven	monthly,	 sometimes	more,	 to	 the	university-based	hospital	 two	hours	














public.	His	 journaling	 and	graphic,	 online	 documentation	 of	 physical	 transi-
tion	extend	his	changing	gender	identity	both	into	and	beyond	his	rural	town.	
His	website	features:	updates	on	his	mental	and	emotional	well-being	written	







































































of	 “guests”	 can	 also	 accommodate	 youth	 doing	 something	 as	 queer	 as	 drag	
in	Wal-Mart’s	 aisles.	Because	 these	 young	people	 are	 readable	 as	 consumer	


























HPA	had	 transformed	Wal-Mart	 into	 its	own	meeting	space,	drag	 revue,	and	
shopping	excursion	seamlessly	rolled	into	one.
	 The	experiences	of	AJ,	HPA	at	Wal-Mart,	and	other	rural	queer	and	ques-

















































































Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Identities and Youth: Psychological Perspectives	(Oxford	and	New	York:	
Oxford	University	Press,	2001);	Margaret	Rosario,	J.	Hunter,	S.	Maguen,	M.	Gwadz,	and	R.	Smith,	
“The	coming	out	process	and	its	adaptational	and	health-related	associations	among	gay,	lesbian,	
and	bisexual	 youths:	 stipulation	 and	 exploration	of	 a	model,”	American Journal of Community 
Psychology	29	(2001):	133-160;	and	Gary	Remafedi,	Death By Denial: Studies Of Suicide In Gay 
And Lesbian Teenagers	 (Boston:	Alyson	Publications,	2001);	groundbreaking	studies	by	Gilbert	
Herdt	and	Andrew	Boxer,	Children Of Horizons: How Gay and Lesbian Teens Are Leading A New 
Way Out Of The Closet	(Boston:	Beacon	Press,	1993)	and	the	ongoing	clinically-based	research	of	
Ritch	Savin-Williams	in “. . . And Then I Became Gay”: Young Men’s Stories (New	York:	Routledge,	
1998) and The New Gay Teenager	(New	York:	Harvard	University	Press,	2006)	are	exceptions	to	an	
otherwise	pathologizing,	individualizing	approach	to	queer	youth	experience.
	 3.	Samuel	Delany,	Times Square Red, Times Square Blue	(New	York:	NYU	Press,	1999)	offers	
an	example	of	a	complicated	yet	critical	assessment	of	the	violence	endemic	to	rural	communities.
	 4.	Donna	Smith	in	John	Howard,	Carryin’ On in the Lesbian and Gay South	(New	York:	
NYU	Press,	1997),	378.
	 5.	 John	D’Emilio,	Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual Minority 
in the United States, 1940–1970	(Chicago:	University	of	Chicago	Press,	1983)	and	George	Chauncey,	






	 6.	See	John	Sears,	Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the Stonewall 
South	(New	Brunswick,	NJ:	Rutgers	Press,	2001),	John	Howard,	Men Like That: A Southern Queer 
History	(Chicago:	University	of	Chicago	Press,	1999),	and	William	Fellows,	Farm Boys: Lives of 
Gay Men from the Rural Midwest	(Madison:	University	of	Wisconsin	Press,	1996).
	 7.	Smith	in	Howard,	Carryin’ On, 378.
	 8.	The	reference	to	modernity	draws	particularly	on	the	work	of	Anthony	Giddens	in	Moder-
nity And Self-Identity: Self And Society In The Late Modern Age	(Stanford,	CA:	Stanford	University	
Press,	1991)	and	The Transformation Of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, And Eroticism In Modern So-
cieties	(Stanford,	CA:	Stanford	University	Press,	1992)	and	Fredric	Jameson,	Postmodernism, Or, 
the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism	(Durham,	NC:	Duke	University	Press,	1992).	The	modern	
or	contemporary	project	of	identity,	by	their	formulations,	is	indelibly	marked	by	the	logic	of	late	
capital	circulations.	There	are	other	theories	of	modernity	worth	considering	here.	See	the	exhaustive	
and	generative	review	of	the	question	of	modernity	by	Ulrich	Beck,	The Reinvention of Politics: 
Rethinking Modernity in the Global Social Order	(Cambridge:	Polity	Press,	1997).
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	 9.	 I	am	indebted	to	the	work	of	Barbara	Ponse,	Identities In The Lesbian World: The Social 
Construction Of Self	(Westport,	CT:	Greenwood	Press,	1978)	and	other	studies	in	sexuality	research	
that	draw	on	a	symbolic	interactionist	framework.	See	the	work	of	Kenneth	Plummer,	Telling Sexual 
Stories: Power, Change, and Social Worlds	(London:	Routledge,	1995)	as	an	exemplar	of	the	ap-
proach cited above.
	 10.	 John	Howard,	Carrin’ On,	Carlos	L.	Dews	and	Carolyn	Leste	Law,	Out in the South	(Phila-
delphia:	Temple	University	Press,	2001),	Angelia	R.	Wilson,	Below the Belt	(New	York:	Cassell	
Press,	2000),	E.	Patrick	Johnson	and	Mae	G.	Henderson,	Black Queer Studies: A Critical Anthology 
(Durham,	NC:	Duke	University	Press,	2005).





fest	Schoepf	(New	York:	Basic	Books,	1963)	and	The Raw and the Cooked,	trans.	John	and	Doreen	
Weightman	(New	York:	Harper	&	Row,	1969).	In	posing	the	notion	of	“binary	oppositions”—such	





to	make	sense.	Judith	Butler,	Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex”	(New	York:	
Routledge,	1993)	and	Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity, Thinking Gender 
(New	York:	Routledge,	1990).	Not	surprisingly,	Lévi-Strauss’s	thinking	compliments	the	symbolic	
interactionism	of	George	Herbert	Mead,	Anselm	Strauss,	and	other	sociologists	cited	in	my	book-
length	project.	Mary	L.	Gray,	Out in the Country: Youth, Media, and the Politics of Gay Visibility 
in Rural America (New	York:	NYU	Press,	forthcoming).	
	 13.	 For	beautifully	detailed	accounts	of	the	dichotomies	that	define	the	rural	United	States,	see	
Pem	Davidson	Buck,	Worked to the Bone: Race, Class, Power, and Privilege in Kentucky	(New	York:	
Monthly	Review	Press,	2001),	Kathleen	Stewart,	A Space on the Side of the Road: Cultural Poetics 
in An “Other” America	(Princeton,	NJ:	Princeton	University	Press,	1996),	and	Ann	E.	Kingsolver,	
NAFTA Stories: Fears and Hopes in Mexico and the United States	(Boulder,	CO:	Lynne	Reinner,	
2001).
	 14.	 Anselm	Strauss,	Continual Permutations of Action	(New	York:	Aldine	de	Gruyter,	1993),	
162.
	 15.	 Jürgen	Habermas,	The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a 
Category of Bourgeois Society,	trans.	Thomas	Burger	and	Frederick	Lawrence	(Cambridge,	MA:	
MIT	Press,	1991),	Nancy	Fraser,	“Rethinking	the	Public	Sphere:	A	Contribution	to	the	Critique	of	




most	recently	articulated	in	Sorting Things Out: Classifiction and Its Consequences	(Cambridge,	MA:	
MIT	Press,	1999)	co-authored	with	Geof	Bowker	and	Star’s	single-authored	treatment	of	the	subject,	
Boundary Objects and the Poetics of Infrastructure	(Cambridge,	MA:	MIT	Press,	forthcoming).
	 17.	 The	documentary,	What Sex Am I,	produced	in	1985	and	directed	by	Lee	Grant,	repeatedly	
aired	on	the	regional	Discovery	Channel	cable	feed	the	year	before	I	met	AJ.	An	account	of	AJ	and	
other	trans-identifying	young	people’s	media	engagements	with	this	documentary	and	what	I	call	
“genres	of	realness”	can	be	found	in	my	forthcoming	book,	Out in the Country.
	 18.	 Wilson,	Below the Belt, 136. 
